and carry out the surveys for house lots and meadow lots that were first undertaken in Woodbridge in December 1667. There having been such shelters helps explain, at least for Woodbridge, the presence of heads of families who signed oaths of allegiance in the several towns long before their houses could have been completed and even before their individual lands were allocated to them.
The Woodbridge town meeting minutes evidently began with this allocation of house and meadow lots. In what was evidently the first, formal town meeting, Daniel Peirce was elected deputy surveyor for the town, and his son, Joshua Peirce (not a building tradesman) was elected town clerk. A dispute arose the following year, however, which led the townsmen to elect a new clerk. For whatever reason, Peirce, in turn, refused to hand over the records from the town's first year, and the town evidently never collected them. 10 Joshua Peirce died before the end of 1670.
The town records that survive begin with those written by Peirce's successor, and they commence in mid-stream on January 1st, 1668/9, like a book that begins in mid-sentence.
Daniel Peirce did not long remain in Woodbridge. In 1669 Carteret confiscated from him a farm he had laid out for himself, and he removed Peirce from his position as deputy surveyor for
Woodbridge. Not long after, or perhaps after the death of his son, Peirce returned to Newbury. 11
It is possible, to a degree, to gauge the buildup of houses in Woodbridge after the granting of the first town lots. In February 1667/8, when an oath of allegiance was administered in Woodbridge, thirteen adult men signed it. 12 A description of Woodbridge nearly one year later has survived, as a report of the laying out of the first highways on both sides of Pakiack
Creek. Pursuant to an order of the town made December 11, 1668, a committee briefly described the roads that they laid out, in the process indicating that at least seven houses already existed.
The report also mentioned thirteen other properties as lots with no reference to a house. And of the seven houses, four were identified by the owner's name, and a curious phrase, the "Now Dwelling House" of. 13 This phrase indicates recent construction or recent occupancy, which in these cases likely amounted to the same thing. So, a year after the first lots were allocated, only seven owners had built on their lands, and, of those houses, four were sufficiently more recent than the others that the scribe felt moved to so indicate.
On June 1, 1669, Governor Carteret issued a corporate charter to the "Township of
Woodbridge," formalizing the town's municipal rights and responsibilities. The grateful town "thankfully Excepted [sic] ." 14 This charter provided an accommodation over quitrents, such that
Woodbridge was never troubled in its dealings with the East Jersey Proprietors. Perhaps as a result, one gains a sense in reading the town records that Woodbridge had a relatively smooth build-up during the generation that followed 1667. 15 The townspeople responded that summer by adding fourteen more heads of families to the ranks of inhabitants and freeholders, bringing them closer to their desired goal of sixty resident families. Each of the fourteen received a house lot, but with the provision that they build a house on it by the next Michaelmas (September 29th).
Several carpenters were among the first arrivals at the newborn Woodbridge village.
John Pike Sr., also a Newbury man, another of the organizers of the settlement enterprise, is said 13 The cunning similarity in the manuscript between a lower-case "e" and a lower-case "o" means that it might, indeed, have been written as the "New Dwelling House. These men shared much more than just a trade.
The Woodbridge Gristmill
With carpenters to build the houses, Woodbridge still lacked one vital building that was essential to the well-being of any town: a gristmill. All of the families were clearing land for cultivation of grains, especially wheat, and it was important to have a mill ready to grind that first harvest. On March 1, 1669/70, the town meeting named a committee to "take a View of all the places that there is any Likelyhood of Building a Mill, and give in their Reports [at] the Next towne Meeting." 39 Building a mill was much more ambitious than building houses, and required special skills that most carpenters did not possess. Mills, with their interlocking machinery of wheels, gears, grinders, bolters, and cranes, were usually constructed by a team of two carpenters, at least one of whom was a millwright. On March 18, 1669/70, little more than two weeks following the town meeting, John Smith, the presumptive head of the committee, was awarded a patent from Governor Carteret for 511 acres, the bulk of which was 390 acres west of Hogg Hill. 40 The document identifies Smith as a millwright, and the only justification for such a transaction would have been to compensate him for the costs and troubles of getting a mill built and operating. But Smith was also leading a faction that opposed the governor over the patenting of Woodbridge lands, and Carteret wrote that Smith "is taxed for a disturber of the public peace of Woodbridge," and he suspended Smith "'from doing anything in the public It has been more difficult to identify the building tradesmen in Piscataway. Of the founding organizers of the town, apparently only one was a carpenter. In July 1668 Hopewell Towne was to place there." 54 Woodbridge had apparently committed to help its neighbor by sending four families to augment the small nucleus that Piscataway had already assembled.
Identities of the other three families cannot be readily learned from the records, but Piscataway came to be home to several former Newbury families, including those of Richard Dole and Henry Greenland.
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In a situation in which the settling families were trying to construct their houses, their barns, and other outbuildings all at once, building tradesmen enjoyed a heightened role in society, and they benefited, taking advantage to create a seller's market for their services.
Certainly the indispensability of their work allowed them to demand a premium for their craft skills. Their per diem rates were well above those that prevailed for daily labor, they were among the relatively few who could sell their services by the job rather than by the day or the month, and still they often ran away, leaving jobs unfinished to pursue better opportunities Perth Amboy has justifiably earned a reputation as a place apart from the rest of eastern New Jersey: more beholden to the proprietors, more Anglican in religious matters, more Loyalist during the American Revolution, and more adversely affected and more diminished by the war and its aftermath. All of these differences trace back to the beginnings of the town, and they have their physical reflection in the town's first construction, and the identities and conditions of servitude of its first building tradesmen.
Conclusion
Middlesex continued to grow after the third wave. The 1680s and '90s witnessed the emergence of a new generation of building tradesmen in each town, men who evidently learned their trade skills in New Jersey. In Woodbridge, for example, these included Ezekiel Bloomfield 93 Clayton, 608.
